
CANVENTION 39 ì SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS: 
 LINCOLN & BEER DRINKINô, BREWERIANA & BEER 

 CANS  WITH THEIR FANS, AND A TON OF FUN 

BY DAVID OSBORNE  

 

   SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS ð If Keith Jackson, the college football announcer, did the play-by-play of 

CANvention 39, he would have said, ñWHOA, NELLY! What a Hum-Dinger-Of-A-Whoop-Dee-Do!ò  

Canvention 39 had it all.  Great collectors, great beer cans and breweriana, great open houses and a lot of 

great sites to see. 

   CANvention 39 took place the week of September 7 ï 12 in Springfield, IL., the place of Abraham 

Lincolnôs home, his tomb, the Herndon-Lincoln Law Office and Abeôs Presidential Library & Museum.   First 

off, the team that put this CANvention together should receive a lot of thanks for putting on and hosting a 

tremendous CANvention.  CANvention Chairman Dave Gausepohl and the CANvention Committee 

members  worked throughout the year donating their time, talents and ideas.  The Reisch Brew Crew did a 

fantastic job of  planning,  organizing and  hosting  the great  event.  The  local  collectors  that  held  open 

houses  were very gracious and  allowed  viewings of  their  fan-  

tastic  collections.  A  toast to  the  CANvention  Committee  and  

the Reisch  Brew Crew Chapter!  You  folks made a  lot  of  beer 

can and breweriana collectors very happy!  

    Some collectors started their fun by site-seeing on their journ- 

ey to Springfield.  Carrie Nationers Mike Barden and  óNo Payneô 

Dwayne Sutton  along  with  Steve Steigerwald  and  Rick Natter 

made stops at a couple of  collectors  houses  and  went  to  the 

ABA museum in Potosi, Wisconsin.  On their journey they met a 

new friend   near  Lancaster, Wisconsin  (see  pic  on  the right).  

This bovine beauty was at the Crazy Cow Saloon.  They got out 

and got acquainted while they posed for a  photograph.  A  man 

at the next door gas station yelled, ñGet your hands off her!ò   

                                                                                                             Nothing  says  lovinô  like  teat   tugginô. 

    A lot of collectors got to the Hilton  Hotel early in  the week  to       Mike Barden, left, Dwayne Sutton, mid- 

get in some sight-seeing of the Abraham Lincoln sites and early       dle, and Steve Steigerwald at the Crazy  

room to room trading.  The Hilton Hotel was jammed packed full       Cow   Saloon    near    Lancaster,   WI. 

of beer can collectors, so the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Hotel      (Photo by Mike Barden). 
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across the street was used for the overflow hotel.   

 

    Before CANvention 39 even began, the Reisch Brew Crew made a website for the CANventioneers.  

Reisch Brew Crew President, Roy Mayfield, headed up the website project.  It had a complete copy of the 

CANvention itinerary along with a map of Springfield showing all the sites to see.  The website also listed 

liquor store locations.  Also, the website listed who was having open houses, when they were and how to 

get to each one.  The Reisch Brew Crew did a great job on this website. 

 

    There were seven open houses in Springfield area and one in Decatur which is about 30 miles east of 

Springfield.  The open houses were on Tuesday, September 8
th
 and Wednesday, the 9

th
.  They were all 

fantastic and a lot of fun.  Not only did you get to meet fellow collectors and see their great collections, but 

you also got to talk about our great hobby and have a lot of fun.  I got to go to five of them. 

 

     One of  the open houses on Tuesday was at Gary and Kathy Zim-  

  mermanôs  homestead  in  Rochester,  a   few   miles   southeast   of 

  Springfield.  They were wonderful  hosts.  Kathy  made  some  great  

  finger food for guests.  Both of them have collections.  Gary  collects  

  on-grade flats and cones  along  with  Illinois and Griesedieck  beer-  

  ables.  Kathy  collects  Budweiser Light  beerables.  Not  Bud  Light.   

  Anything in her collection has to say Budweiser Light.  

 

     Gary has been collecting  ever since  he was  in high school  while 

  Kathy started in 1989.  Garyôs focuses his collection to  on-grade flat  

  tops, cone tops,  

  and       regional  

Zowey!  Itôs the Zimmermans. Kathy      breweriana. You     

&  Gary Zimmerman (holding a  can      might   say   his   

of Annieôs Amber Ale from  Kansas)      collection would    

in their basement.                                   be a  grade   1+  

                  collection.    His                            

 flat    top    collection    has  

 many toughies  including a  

 Black   Eagle   (USBC  37- 

 22),     Buccaneer    (43-4),   

 Budweiser  Bock   (44-20),  

 Clipper (49-34), Edelweiss  

 Malt  Liquor   (59-9),   Fort  

 Pitt   running   waiter   (64-  

 27),     Schoenling     Bock   

 (132-3),  Trump  Ale  (140- 

 18) and White Horse (145-  

This is  Garyôs  1940ôs  24     14)  just  to  name  a   few.      

inch  wide by 30  inch  tall      Some   of   his   on   grade 

felt  on  cardboard Reisch      cone  tops  are  a  Bruckôs       Beer can beauty contest.  These are just some  

Gold Top Beer sign.  Only     (154-26),  Cookôs  500  Ale      of Garyôs fabulous on-grade flat tops. 

three are known to exist!       (158-3),  Iroquois ( 170-9), 

                                               Noch  Eins  (175-13), SB Beer (183-5) and Silver  Bar (183-3). Garyôs  collect-  

ing  passion  also  includes  Reisch  Brothers  and  Griesedieck  cans  and  Breweriana.  Just   look   at   the   
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conveniently  placed  pictures  for  your viewing enjoyment. 

Oh so fine GB signs.  These  are two  of  Garyôs       Radiant Reisch room really remarkable.  These Reisch 

Griesedieck Brothers signs.  The top one is from      pieces  are part of Garyôs  collection.  The  two  Wiener  

the  late 1940ôs  is  24 inches  long  and changes     Special  tin  over  cardboard  signs  are   pre-pro.   The      

colors. The bottom one is from the 1950ôs.               1950ôs lampôs shade rotates when itôs on.    

 

Testing,    test- 

ing, 1,2,3?  The 

left photo  is  of 

Kathyôs     mid- 

1980ôs      Bud- 

weiser      Light      

test         bottle.       

Kathyôs     Bud- 

weiser      Light       Reisch bottles, a flat  and a  pre-pro  tray 

collection,  ñhas      are A-OK!  These Reisch pieces are part  

be  one  of  the       of Garyôs great Reisch collection.                  

top   Budweiser                                                                              GB by the eights is  greats. 

Light collections aroundò, noted       Gary did tell a  great story about his early     This 1950ôs 8 piece Griese-                                                              

Gary.                                             collecting days.  He was in high school and      dieck Brothers beer  glass  

                                                      bought some Griesedieck Brothers  Crown-     set  was a gift  pack  given       

tainers from guys in school.  They said they got them  from  an old  man  that      out on special occasions. 

also had some Falstaff cones.  A couple  of  years  later  when Gary had  his 

own apartment, he put an ad in  the paper looking 

for cans.  He was  contacted  by an old  man  who 

said  he  had some  Fastaff  cones.  Gary went  to 

make a deal and got the cones.   During  the  visit  

the old man said,  ñYears ago I sold some Griese- 

dieck  Brothers  crowntainers  to  some  kids  who  

were probably using the money to buy dope!ò  

                                                                                     Half  of  the  story?    Gary  

    The next open house weôll visit on Tuesday was     said this one of a kind late 

held  by  Greg  Sgro.  His  beautiful  home  is  just      1930ôs  sign   maybe   one  

south  of  Springfield  and  stands   next   to   Lake     side of a two-sided lighted 

Springfield.  Greg started  collecting  in  1971.  His     sign  that  hung  outside  a 

A great smile goes great    collection went into boxes and  stayed  there  until      bar. 

with a great can. This  is     1989.  One day he was looking on ebay and said 

Greg Sgro with  his  fav-     to his wife, Leslie, ñHey look at this.ò  Leslie responded, ñHoney, youôre not  seri-          

orite   can,  a   grade   1     ously thinking about getting those things out, again?ò  Yes, he was.  Ever since 
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